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REMARKS 

Claims 1-17 are pending in this application. No claims have been 

canceled. 

In the Specification, the Description of Related Art and the Abstract have 
been amended to correct editorial errors. 

In the Claims, claims 1-4 are amended to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter, which Applicant regards as the invention. New claims 
7-17 are also submitted herewith for entry and examination. 

Support for these new claims and amendments can be found in the 
Specification. Also, the claims and amendments do not add new matter and are not 
narrowing with regard to prior claims. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes all claims now pending in this Application are in condition for 
allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an early date is respectfully 
requested. 
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If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 408-468-2514. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CANON USA, INC. 
Intellectual Property Department 
15975 Alton Parkway 
Irvine, California 92618-3731 
Tel: (408) 468-2000 
Direct: (408) 468-2514 . 
Fax: (408) 468-2509 FDN:FDN 




Fidel D. Nwamu 



Reg. No. 46,294 



